
GREAT ESCAPE
The Abaco Club in The Bahamas – with its Scottish-style links golf 
course and its pristine beaches – is Darren Clarke’s go-to refuge

DARREN CLARKE, the 2011 Open 
Champion has a busy year ahead. In 
addition to all the worldwide tour events 
the jovial Ulsterman will be competing in, 
he’ll also be serving as captain of the 2016 
European Ryder Cup team in that much-
heralded, biannual slugfest. But during 
those fleeting moments when he is able to 
shoehorn in some time to relax with his 
family, one place will be high on his list of 
getaway destinations: The Abaco Club.

“I’ve been a club member at Abaco 
and have kept a home at this little slice 
of Bahamian heaven for many years,” 
says Clarke. “My wife Alison and I were 
married here in a lovely ceremony right 
on the beach. And I usually dedicate at 
least a week to practising here before The 
Masters each year. For me, it’s a refuge not 
just from the constant grind of life on tour 
but from the modern world in general. I 
love sitting on our deck here and watching 
the sun go down over Winding Bay after 
a day of laughing and having fun. It’s a 
magical place in so many ways and we 
come here as often as we can.

“One of the things that I particularly 
like about The Abaco Club is the fact that, 
strictly speaking, it’s not a resort. Anyone 
can visit the club (and I highly recommend 
that they do) but in truth, it’s a private, 
international sporting club with members 
from all over the world. I’ve met other 
club members from South Africa, from 
Canada, from the UK and Ireland, as well 
as from the United States. All of them 
joined the club for the same reason that 
I did. They fell in love with the place.”

The Abaco Club has a lot to love. The 
club is situated on the most charming 
of The Bahamas’ Outer Islands – Great 
Abaco – and is graced by a 2.5-mile 
powder-soft beach that stretches as far as 
the eye can see. The Club’s Scottish-style 
links golf course is perennially ranked as 
the finest in The Bahamas. Water sports 
galore vie for your time – from kayaking, 
sailing and snorkelling to world-class 
bonefishing and deep-sea fishing. Visiting 
the spa, tennis courts or fitness centre are 
other invigorating options. Cap it off all 
with an open-air lunch at Buster’s Beach 
Bar, or the exquisite local cuisine offered 
daily at The Cliff House, and you have a 
place that’s exceedingly difficult to leave.

Fortunately, if you decide to become 
a homeowner there, you won’t have 
to. Residences at The Abaco Club are 
magnificent, and range from cosy cabanas 
and charming cottages to grand oceanfront 
estates [pictured bottom left]. It’s an 
atmosphere of quiet sophistication, where 
you, your family and friends can enjoy total 
relaxation when you want it – and a wealth 
of activities when the spirit moves you.

“I’m going to be a busy lad between 
now and the Ryder Cup,” said Clarke. 
“But when the last putt is holed, don’t be 
surprised if The Abaco Club is one of the 
first places I go. I can’t think of anywhere 
I’d rather sip from the Cup than here.” H
For more information or to book your holiday, 
visit theabacoclub.com or call +1 (242) 366-3820.
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