
 
  

 

 

The Abaco Club to Host First Web.com Event of 2017 
 

The Bahamas Great Abaco Classic Tees Off January 19 
 

Great Abaco Island, The Bahamas – The Web.com Tour, in conjunction with The 
Bahamas Ministry of Tourism and bd Global, LLC, today announced two new events in 

The Bahamas for its 2017 season. The Bahamas Great Exuma Classic will be contested 
at Sandals Emerald Bay the week of January 5-11, while The Bahamas Great Abaco 

Classic will be held at The Abaco Club the week of January 19-25.  Each will feature a 
132-player field and $600,000 purse, with the winner receiving a $108,000 first-place 
prize. 

 
The two events will include tournament rounds contested Sunday through Wednesday—a 

new schedule for 2017 Web.com events—with all rounds broadcast live on Golf Channel. 
The unprecedented television format will allow for the conclusion of the event prior to 
the start of that week’s PGA TOUR stop. 

 
The Abaco Club, which will serve as host venue for The Bahamas Great Abaco Classic, is 

owned and managed by U.S.-based Southworth Development. Southworth, a leader in 
the creation of residential resort and hospitality-branded real estate communities and 
clubs, manages properties in the United States, the United Kingdom and The Bahamas. 

 
The Club, with 2.5 miles of pristine private beach, luxurious island homes and myriad 

amenities, attracts homeowners, members and guests from around the world. The island 
club and residency of European Ryder Cup team captain Darren Clarke, it features one of 

the top courses in The Bahamas and will be one of the premier venues on the Web.com 
Tour schedule. Its Scottish links-style course plays along both scenic Winding Bay and 
The Atlantic Ocean and stretches out to 7,111 yards.  

 
“All of us at Southworth Development, along with the residents, members and staff of 

The Abaco Club, are thrilled to be hosting this exciting new event—The Bahamas Great 
Abaco Classic,” said David Southworth, Founder and CEO of Southworth Development. 
“We’re certain that the Web.com Tour players are going to enjoy the many challenges 

presented by this unique, Scottish-style tropical links course—just as spectators and 
viewers on Golf Channel are going to love watching these great players compete on it. 

There’s really nothing else like this course in the world of golf, just as there’s no place in 
the world quite like The Abaco Club. The first-annual Bahamas Great Abaco Classic is 



going to be a special event in every way, and we can’t wait for the first tee shot to be 
struck.”   

 
The Bahamas is now host to four professional golf tournaments on the game’s upper tier, 

including the TOUR-sanctioned Hero World Challenge, The Bahamas Great Exuma Classic 
(2017’s season-opening Web.com event) and the LPGA’s Pure Silk Bahamas Classic 
(contested the week after The Bahamas Great Abaco Classic), which is more than all but 

three states in the U.S. – California, Texas and Florida. 
 

“We are excited to announce these two season-opening events in The Bahamas,” said 
Web.com Tour C.O.O & Senior Vice President Dan Glod. “Minister of Tourism Obie 
Wilchcombe was instrumental in allowing us to bring the tournaments to life, and I’m 

confident that the groundbreaking nature of the tournament structure, coupled with the 
scenic beauty of the Out Islands, will make for a fantastic television product for our 

fans.” 
 
bd Global, LLC, a representation, event management and public relations firm, will serve 

as the host organization for both events. The company, founded by owner Brooks 
Downing in 2012, is an international leader in event management, with over two 

decades of experience in the celebrity golf, college basketball tournament and major 
football bowl game arenas. bd Global has served as the catalyst for both new events, 

working closely with Bahamas Tourism to bring the Web.com Tour to the Bahamas. 
 
“Bahamas Tourism Minister Wilchcombe challenged us with his vision to showcase the 

“Out Islands” through sports,” Downing said. “We are very excited to bring PGA TOUR 
golf to the Bahamas which will serve to drive economic activity to both islands, provide a 

strong television platform for future travel and help the Minister continue to brand the 
entire Bahamas as a global golf destination.” 
 

The event will kick off the Web.com Tour’s 28th season. Twenty-five PGA TOUR cards will 
be awarded at the conclusion of the Regular Season, with an additional 25 awarded at 

the season-ending, four-event Web.com Tour Finals.  
 
The Web.com Tour is the path to the PGA TOUR, with 448 victories coming from former 

Tour players – including 22 major championships. 
 

For more information on The Abaco Club, please visit TheAbacoClub.com. 
 
For more information on the Web.com Tour or The Great Abaco Bahamas Classic, please 

visit PGATOUR.com. 
 

 
 
 

 
ABOUT THE ABACO CLUB ON WINDING BAY 

The Abaco Club on Winding Bay is a private, international sporting club and residential 
community located on Great Abaco Island in The Bahamas. Situated on more than 500 
acres, The Abaco Club offers a world of relaxation with luxurious residences and guest 

accommodations, a 2.5-mile white sand beach, a world-class tropical links-style golf 
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course perennially rated #1 in The Bahamas, and a spectacular offering of other dining, 
spa, water, leisure and sporting activities. The Club was acquired in 2014 by Southworth 

Development, in partnership with a consortium of Abaco Club Members, from 
Marriott/Ritz Carlton. Since that time, more than $30 million has been invested in 

enhancements to the property, most notably to the dining facilities, golf course and the 
extensive new golf practice facility. For more information visit www.theabacoclub.com, or 
email info@theabacoclub.com. The Club is owned and managed by Southworth 

Development, a privately held company that specializes in the development of residential 
resort and real estate communities.  Through wholly owned subsidiaries Southworth Golf 

and Southworth Europe, Southworth is also a leader in the international golf community, 
having served as owner, manager, consultant or construction manager to dozens of 
properties throughout the United States, Scotland, The Bahamas, Puerto Rico and The 

Dominican Republic.   Located in Newton, Mass., USA, Southworth was founded in 1991 
and currently owns and operates private clubs and residential communities in 

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Virginia, Scotland and The Bahamas.  The properties 
include:  Willowbend located on Cape Cod, Mass.; Renaissance located on Boston’s North 
Shore; Meredith Bay located on New Hampshire’s famed Lake Winnipesaukee, Creighton 

Farms located in Aldie, Va. 35 minutes west of Washington, DC; The Village at 
Machrihanish Dunes, Argyll, Scotland; and The Abaco Club, Great Abaco Island, The 

Bahamas.  
 

 
ABOUT THE ISLANDS OF THE BAHAMAS 
The Islands Of The Bahamas have a place in the sun for everyone, from Nassau and 

Paradise Island to Grand Bahama to The Abaco Islands, The Exuma Islands, Harbour 
Island, Long Island and others. Each island has its own personality and attractions for a 

variety of vacation styles with some of the world’s best scuba diving, fishing, sailing, 
boating, as well as, shopping and dining. The destination offers an easily accessible 
tropical getaway and provides convenience for travelers with preclearance through U.S. 

customs and immigration, and the Bahamian dollar at par with the U.S. dollar. Do 
everything or do nothing, just remember It’s Better in The Bahamas. For more 

information on travel packages, activities and accommodations, call 1-800-Bahamas or 
visitwww.Bahamas.com. Look for The Bahamas on the web on Facebook, Twitter and 
YouTube. 

 
 

ABOUT THE WEB.COM TOUR 
Founded (1990), owned and operated by the PGA TOUR, the Web.com Tour continues to 
identify those players who are ready to compete and win on golf's biggest stage. In 

2013, the Web.com Tour became The Path to the PGA TOUR with all 50 available PGA 
TOUR cards coming through the Web.com Tour and the season culminating at the four-

event Web.com Tour Finals. Web.com became the Tour’s umbrella sponsor on June 27, 
2012, with a 10-year agreement in place through 2021. This season marks the 27th year 
of competition on the Web.com Tour. Three out of four PGA TOUR members are 

Web.com Tour alumni. Tour alumni have won more than 425 PGA TOUR titles, including 
21 majors and five PLAYERS Championships. The PGA TOUR, through the efforts of its 

Tours and their tournaments, sponsors, players and volunteers, has surpassed $2 billion 
in charitable giving. To learn more about the PGA TOUR, the Web.com Tour and to follow 
the season-long quest for a PGA TOUR card, visit PGATOUR.COM, or follow the Tour on 

social media via Twitter (@WebDotComTour), Facebook   
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ABOUT WEB.COM 
Web.com Group, Inc. (NASDAQ: WEB) offers the most tools and services for small 

businesses to maximize their presence and effectiveness online. More than just great 
websites, Web.com provides small businesses a robust, multi-faceted web presence, that 

connects them with customers and helps them grow. The company provides a full range 
of Internet services to small businesses to help them compete and succeed online. 
Web.com meets the needs of small businesses anywhere along their lifecycle with 

affordable, subscription-based solutions including domains, hosting, website design and 
management, search engine optimization, online marketing campaigns, local sales leads, 

social media, mobile products and eCommerce solutions. For more information, please 
visit web.com; follow Web.com on Twitter @webdotcom or on Facebook at 
facebook.com/web.com. For additional online marketing resources and small business 

networking, please visit Web.com’s Webwise Workshop at www.webwiseworkshop.com. 
 

 
ABOUT bd GLOBAL, LLC 
bd Global, LLC and bdG Golf, is a Lexington, KY-based sports marketing and 

management firm. Since 2012, bdG has earned a reputation as a specialist in creating 
unique sports and entertainment platforms in which to integrate corporate marketing 

objectives, tourism, charity, and fan engagement, providing first-class events that 
maximize goals and objectives.  bdG, a turnkey event management firm, is one of the 

top producers of college basketball content in North America with more than 100 men’s 
and women’s NCAA Division I games contracted and televised annually from South 
Florida to Las Vegas to Vancouver.  For more information on bd Global, LLC and bdG 

Golf, visit www.bdglobalsports.com.  
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